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Abstract

PREFACE

There are lots of races in Vietnam's Northwest. And the largest raceis
Thai. In 1999, Thai’s population was 1.328.725. Thai Den’s script was
created more than one thousand years ago. There are many rich writings that
need to be preserved and devel oped.

Thai’slanguage and script in Vietnam’s northwest:

Thai’s language was created since Thai race occurred. In 9" century,
they had their own script. In 10" century, Thai Den script was brought to
Muong Lo by Tao Xuong and Tao Ngon. In 11" century, Lang Chuong
diffused it across the Northwest. Now, it still exists.

In the past, Thai’s villages were far from each other. Besides, Thai has
two classes — Thai Den and Thai Trang — therefore, there are many alphabets
used in that region. During French colonial period and then a prolonged war
in Vietham, Thai’s script was not paid attention to.

Development process and |oss:

Development: In Xl century, it was popular in most Thai’s village.

Loss: Not used for long time, Thai’'s language is now mixed. Many parts of Thai’s

script have been lost.

Restoration: In 1958, the attempt to restore Thai language failed. From 2007 till

now, Thai’s culture and economy have been restored and devel oped.

Guidelines for preserving and developing Thai’ s language and script
to develop areas where Thai people live:

Preserving Thai’ s language, script is important to preserve and develop
culture imbued with national and local economy; together with other races
building a wealthy Vietnam nation towards socialism

1. Loi mé dau
Ving Tay Bic nuéc ta cd 21 dan toc thiéu sb phan thudc 7 nhdm tiéng gom:
- Nhém tiéng Thé c6 6 dan toc (Théi, Gidy, Lao, Li, Tay, Nung)
- Nhém tiéng HMang — Dao ¢6 2 dan toc (HMéng, Dao)
- Nhémtiéng Ka-Dai c6 1 dan toc (La ha)
- Nhém tiéng Tang -Mién c6 6 dan toc (Ha nhi, Lo 16, La hi,S 1a, Cong,
Phil 14)
- Nhom tiéng Mon- Kho me ¢6 4 dan toc (Kho mi, Khang, Mang, Xinh

mun)



- Nhém tiéng Viét-Mudng cé 1 dan toc Muong (khéng ké Kinh 1a dan téc
da so)

- Nhém tiéng Han c6 1 dan toc Hoa (s6 it nguoi di cur tir Trung Quac ding
chiz Han)

Tai ving ban dia ndy, nguoi Thé 1a dan toc co sb dan dong nhat, 1.550.423
nguoi (theo s lidu diéu tra dan so 1-4- 2009) va ciing 1a dan toc cd chir viét [au doi
nhat. Chir HMéng sau giai phéng Tay Béc, nam 1955 thanh 1ap Khu tu tri Théi —
Méo, cach mang mai nghién ciru ma cé. Chir Han 1a cia nguoi Trung Qudc.

Riéng bo chir Thai Pen da ra doi tu truéc day trén mot nghin nam. Nguoi
Tha 1a dan toc da duoc cac triéu dai vua chia cua dat nudc Viét Nam trao cho
quyén cai quan dat dai, d4 cling cac dan toc anh em khéc xdy dung mot ving rong
|6n 16 chau T8y Bic. Chit Théi duoc dung tir thoi xua dadé lai kho tang tri thic ban
dia quy bau bang céc tac pham vé nhiéu Iinh vyc.

2. Tiéng va chir Thai & ving Tay Bac nuérc ta.

Dan toc Théi c6 tiéng ndi riéng, t6i khoang thoi gian lich sir xay dung ving
Tay Bac o thé ky thir IX dén X céc téc pham déu viét day dua bang tiéng Théi hoan
toan khéng phai muon hoac phatron tiéng cua dan toc khéac.

O thé ky thir IX trong hoan canh dat nudc ta thuoc nha Budng, mién Tay Bic
ndi non hiém trg xa cach mién xubi, sbng tai mot vang hau nhu biét 1ap, khdng chiu
anh hudng cua chr Han, chir Nom, nguoi Thai d& co chir riéng, ra doi tai Muong
Om, Mudng Ai. Theo céc tai liéu seu tim trong doi Tao Lo thi chix Théi cd tir thé ky
thi IX, hai anh em Tao Ngon, Tao Xudng dem dén Muong Lo vao thé ky X, sang
thé ky XI Lang Chuong phd bién khip viing Tay Bic. Nhung theo Fibré nha ngén
ngit hoc nguoi Phdp nai thi : “Chiz Théi viing Tay Bac Mét Nam da co tir thé ky VI”.
Hoi ay, hai chau Muong Om sau con goi muang Tung (TUng Lang) va Muong A
sau con goi Muong Hoang (Hoang Nham) cung 4 chau Muong Chup (Tuy Phy),
Muong Mi (Hep Phi), Muong Tiéng (Lé Tuyén), Chiéng Khem (Khiém Chau); ca 6
chau déu la dat ving Tay Bic nudc Viét Nam. Nam 1884 thic dan Phép ky hiép uéc
Thién Tan voi tridu dinh Man Thanh, d4 cat giao vinh vién ving dat 6 chau nay
thugc tinh Van Nam, Trung Quéc. Tir ddy ving Tay Bic nudc tachi con lai 10 chau

muong, nguoi Thai goi lavang Xip Chau.



Thé ky thir X chi nguoi Thé Pen dong Tao Xuéng, Tao Ngon di cu tur
Muong Om, Muong Ai d& dem chir Tha phd bién dén muong Lo (Nghia Lg, Van
Chdn thugc Yén Béai ngay nay). Thé ky thir X1 con Gt cua Tao Lo |a Lang Chuong da
dem bo chir Thé Ben pho bién toan viing Tay Béic vaton tai dén ngay nay.

Dan toc Tha c6 2 nganh Thé Pen va Thé Trang, nhiéu ban muong & céch
xa nhau, thoi xua giao thong tré ngai nén da co chir khéc nhau di chdt it thanh ra
toan viing ¢6 tat ca dén 8 bo chir nhung bd chir Théi Pen duoc sir dung rong réi hon
ca.

Thuc dan Phép cai tri nudc ta ngét 80 nam rdi lién tiép khang chién kéo dai,
ta khong co diéu kién cham lo cai tién, hoan thién, théng nhat chir Théi.

3. Quatrinh phét trién va mat mat

a-  Phat trién: Thé ky thi X1 chit Thé dugc phd bién rong rai khap céc
muong c6 dan toc Thé cu tri. Thoi ky dung muong phdn thinh vao thé ky tha X1V,
muong trung tam cua ving 16 chau Tay Bic dit so ly tai Muong Mubi, triéu dinh
nha Tran d& phong cho Ta Ngon lam Dai Phia. Thoi ky nay tiéng Théa tro thanh
tiéng phd théng viing, cac dan toc anh em cling nhau ra sic xay dung ving Tay Bac.
C6 dan toc Kho-mu, Khang, Xinh- mun ... thao tiéng Théi va mot s nguoi, nhat 1a
cac Truong Ban da hoc chir Thai dung trong cong viéc hanh chinh ciia ban muong.

Trong linh vic van héa x& hoi, dan toc Théi co tac pham “Hjt ban khoong
mwong” Luat tuc ban muong, da viét day du hon ndi vé tap tuc sinh song trong xa
hoi, con ngudi tatir [Gc sinh ra dén 1Gc 16n 18n, viéc hoi cudi hé trong, viéc 1am an
sinh sbng, 1tc 6m dau cho dén tuc tang dam khi qua doi. Tuc 1am nha va tuc cling
bé, cac 18 hoi déu duoc viét trong sach. Trong d6i nhan sir thé, con ngudi in ¢ tot
Vv6i nhau, sinh sbng trong x& hoi ban muong ai ciing can phan dau tro thanh nguoi
tét, trdnh moi théi hu tat xau, da cé tac pham “Quam xon cén” Loi khuyén dan dan
gian. Tham chi ca sbng cham chi, tiét kiém, tranh tham lam tir cuia nho khdng phai
do cdng sitc minh 1am ra, 1am viéc cong chong tham 6, ra sirc xay dung ban muong
giau manh ... déu d& c6 séch khuyén ran nguoi doi tir rit xa xua.

Céc sach n6i vé xay dung kinh té ving Tay Bic, ngudi HMéng, Dao ¢6 lta
nuwong gao té thom ngon, ngudi Théi ¢ nhiéu gidng lGa rudng trong gao nép Khau

Tan thom déo. Khai khan nhiéu ruong trong lGa nuge, mé mang nhiéu hé thong dan



thay nhap dién “mwong phai 1ai lin” , giam b6t 1am nuong pha ring, séch da day
“Dét hay lwa ta bau to na haw nung” 1am nuong bét ngé khdng bing ruong mot
thira. Bon canh dong rong 1én “ nhat Thanh, nhi Lo, tam Tdc, tir Than” da duoc [6p
t6 tién nguoi Thé khai phé rirng hoang 1ap thanh ban mudng co ddng rudng bét ngét
tir thé ky thir 1X. Ngdy nay khu ddng rong Muong Thanh d4 tro thanh tinh Bién
Bién va thanh phé Dién Bién Phi. Khu dong rong Nhi Lo ngay nay da tra thanh thi
x& Nghia Lo va huyén Vin Chan noi sin gao tring nudc trong ¢ nhiéu ca ngon cia
tinh Yén Béi. Viéc chan nudi gia sic tir xua dd phét trién nhiéu dai gia sic, trau bd
thudng déanh tirng dan dem xubng ban dudi viing xudi. Nghé nudi tha ca ruong |a so
truong caa ngudi Théi thu nhiéu loi, thé manay bi mat di. Cham lo phét trién kinh té
can ¢ tam nhin xa tréng rong, hoc hoi nhitng kinh nghiém lam gidu & ban muong
nguoi vé ma xay dung ban mudong minh gidu manh, déu da viét néi trong sach
“Quam xon con” Loi khuyén ran dan gian tir xa xua.

Khu vuc Tay Béc noi tiép can véi rieng ram nhiét d6i, anhiét déi. Sy gidu co
cuatd nguyén rirng da cung cap day du cho cudc sdng caa dan cu trong viing. Rirng
nhiéu do thién nhién tao dyng hinh thanh tir rat 1au doi tré thanh quan thé thuc vat
va dong vat rat phong phu. vé chang loai c6 dén 100 ho, 500 loai gb 160, 30 loai tre
nira ... SBng sudi chay déu dian, muali cd mia, hang nam mdi khi nudc 1d vé, nguoi
taru nhau di danh cavavét cui troi.

Viéc bao vé mdi truong sinh théi, nguoi Théi d& ghi trong séch ¢ ¢6 tuc cling
than dau nguon nudc, gitr gin rieng thiéng cb thu goi 1a“Té phi bd cap”, “Té phi ngm
phi ta” ...

b-  Méat mat: Chir Théi tir sau cach mang Thang Tam 1945 dén nay
khéng duing trong viéc hanh chinh ¢ viing Tay Bac va trong doi sdng van hda, xa hi
ciing hiu nhu ding chix Viét hoan toan nén chix Tha bi bo bing di mot doan 10 nam
(1945 — 1955).

Nam 1955 thanh lap Khu tu tri Thai Meo, ba nam sau d6 S Gido duc Khu co
nghién ciru cho ra doi b chir Théi cai tién théng nhat nhung do trinh d6 nghién cau
ngdn ngix hoc con thap, chi quan, bo mat gbc chit ¢d, khéng duoc dai da s nhan
dan dong tinh nén ngdy 20-8-1969 Chinh pha d& ra Quyét dinh sb 153/CP tam hoén
viéc day hoc bo chix Tha cai tién dé tiép tuc nghién ctru thém. Tir d6 (1970- 2006)

sudt 36 nam chua co co quan ndo o viéc phuc hdi chir Théi thanh cong.



Chir Théi san pham tri thirc cua mot dan toc da tich Iy subt qua trinh trén
mot nghin nam xdy dung ban muong viing Tay Bic caa dat nuéce, nay bi mat mét
kém theo giam mat di nhiéu thi, ké ca thuan phong my tuc va kinh nghiém canh tac
... Mot chizng minh d& rd: Bo tuc cling than dau ngudn nudc “Té phi b cap” va cing
than bén sdng sudi “ Té ta”, bo tuc giir gin rirng thiéng cb thu cho 1a mé tin, phé hét
ring triét dé khai thac gd, dd lam nudc mo trong lanh can kiét va mua khd gay nén
nan sdng sudi can thiéu nuéc san xuét, khi hau thay déi, ndng lanh khéac xua. Mua
mua lai thudng siy ra céc tran i quét, 1 6ng, | bun, sat ¢ dat, 1i cét soi, 1i dahoc
lan theo tirng tang dato cudn trdi ca ban lang, thiét hai cua cai va chét nguoi.

c-  Phuc hdi : Gan day, tir nam 2007 ngudi Thé phai tu lo bao ton chix
Théi. Mang lu6i bao ton va phét trién tri thirc ban dia cua dan toc Théi dugc thanh
lap dat viéc bao ton chir Théa 1én hang dau. Ba mo hoi nghi dai biéu bé 180 va nhiing
nguoi thao chir Tha cu trd tai 7 tinh (Son La, Lai Chéau, Pién Bién, Yén Bai, Hoa
Binh, Thanh Héa, Nghé An) dén cing ban luan. Hoi nghi nghién ciu, phan tich,
danh gia ca 8 bo chix Théi caa cac mudng. Chon lay bo chit ¢d cua ngudi Tha Pen
lam co s, bd sung hoan thién thanh bo chir chung cia nguoi Théi khap noi trong
nudc goi 1a chir Théi Viét Nam, ddng thoi van bao ton bo chir Thé c6 caa céc dia
phuong van con can dung cho viéc nghién ctu suu tam lich sir, tap tuc, van nghé
déan gian cuatung noi.

Trong nam nay (2010) Khoa Ngon ngir hoc truong Pai hoc Khoa hoc X& hoi
va Nhan vin, Pai hoc Quéc gia Ha Noi da xuat ban dugc mot tap séch day hoc chir
vamét tap séch day hoc tiéng. Trung tam Nghién ctu, phét trién cac dan toc thiéu sd
va Mién nui dang tiép tuc tién hanh trién khai viéc day hoc dao tao cir nhan ngén
ngir vavan héaTha Viét Nam.

4. Phwong hwéng bao ton va phét trién tiéng, chir dan téc dé xay dwng
phét trién bén virng ving c6 ngudi Théi ndi riéng va ving Tay Bic néi chung.

Tir xua, viéc théng nhat chit Thé gitta cac tinh c6 nguoi Thé cu trd gip
nhiéu tré' ngai, mot 1an da duoc Chinh Pha cir can bo, chuyén gialén Tay Bac gidp,
tén nhiéu cdng sic va kinh phi, nam 1958 ra doi duoc bo chir Théi cai tién, théng
nhat nhung roi khéng thanh cong.

Dén nay tuy gap nhiéu khé khian nhung nguoi Théi da tu lo lidu, nhét tri véi

nhau xay dung duoc bo chit ding chung cho tat ca cac noi goi 1a chix Tha Viét Nam.



Hién nay, dan toc Théi dang phan dau tranh thi sy dong y ung ho bing van ban caa
|&nh dao va chinh quyén 7 tinh c6 ngudi Thél cu trd, 1ap da tha tuc hd so g don
trinh [én Tha tudng Chinh Phu ra nghi dinh cdng nhan b chir dan toc nay cho nguoi
Thai Viét Nam.

Mubn x&y dung mot nén vin hda dam daban sic dan toc can quan tam bao ton
va phét trién ngdn ngir dan toc gom ca tiéng ndi, chir viét bai tri thirc dan toc & trong
do.

Tay Bic lamot ving nhiéu dan toc thiéu sd nhung nguoi Théi ¢o sb dan déng
nhat, néu ngudi Théi tién bo thi ca viing déu cuing tién. Gan day cac tinh déng nguoi
Théi da c6 thanh phd, dan ngudi Kinh Ién nhidu. Nha nudc lo xdy dung Tay Bic
giau manh, sao cho thich hop véi hoan canh cua céac dan toc manguoi Théi sbng noi
viing thip. Khdng miy ai 1&n x8y dung céc co so khoa hoc ki thuat, cong trinh kinh
té, van héa l6n trong cong cudc cdng nghiép hoda, hién dai hda dat nudc trén céc dinh
nli cao noi dan toc HMéng- Dao hay noi lung ching nti chd céc dan toc nhom
Tang- Mién hoac nhém Mén- Kho me cu tri ma déu xay dung ¢ ving thap, nhiing
noi dat bang do to tién nguoi Théi tir xa xua dd co cong khai pha thanh nhitng dong
ruong bét ngét , xay dung nén cac ban muong tri phl, ngdy nay tré thanh thanh phd
va céc tinh ¢6 céc thi x& nguy nga phon thinh.

Tri thirc cua nguoi Tha tu khi co chir, trai qua giai doan lich sir trén mot
nghin nam x&y dung ving Tay Bac d& dugc ghi lai trong céc tac pham cb kha day
du, bao ton, phét trién vén quy dy 1a gdp chung cho ca dat nugc khdng riéng g
nguoi Thai.
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